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USDA REORGANIZATION MUST BE PART OF
GOVERNMENT-WIDE EFFORT, COMMITTEE LEADERS SAY
For immediate release, Thursday, December 9, 1993
WASHINGTON -. Leaders of the House Agriculture Committee are insisting
that the Administration demonstrate that its "reinventing government" initiative is
truly a government-wide effort before moving a legislative package through
Congress to restructure and downsize the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
House Agriculture Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza (D-Texas) and
Ranking Minority Member Pat Roberts (R-Kansas) made their concerns known at
a subcommittee hearing held Wednesday (December 8). They reiterated their
concerns in a December 9 letter to Vice President AI Gore, who led this year's
National Performance Review that recommended ways to reform government.
"We want to express our full support of the guiding principles to
restructuring and reorganizing the Federal government as set forth in this year's
National Performance Review -- cutting red tape, putting customers first,
empowering employees to get results and cutting unnecessary spending," their
letter to Vice President Gore said.
"The Committee on Agriculture takes seriously the need to redefine
government's role consistent with today's priority needs and limited budgetary
resources ... the 1990 budget agreement alone cut projected farm price support
spending by 20 percent," they wrote.
"Nevertheless, we agree that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
should be a part of a coordinated, government-wide effort to achieve the NPR
principles. But it is our view that other Federal nondefense-related departments
and agencies must also be required to propose field office consolidations, personnel
reductions and other cost-saving measures proportionate to or comparable to that
proposed for USDA," Reps. de la Garza and Roberts wrote.
"The perception among many people across rural America is that USDA
programs and local offices that serve largely agricultural areas are being singled
out for a proportionately larger share of cutbacks. We hope the President and
you can provide us -- and our Nation's agricultural producers -- assurances that
this is not the case," their letter said.
The congressmen noted that Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy has asked the
House Agriculture Committee to act promptly on H.R. 3171, the USDA
reorganization plan he submitted this year.
"Our support for an expedited legislative schedule for the USDA initiative
must be based on evidence that the Administration is requiring other nondefenserelated Federal departments and agencies to undertake comparable efforts to
consolidate field offices, reduce personnel and institute other cost-saving measures.
We would urge that the Administration's upcoming fiscal year 1995 budget
submission highlight the shared sacrifice nature of the 'reinventing government'
effort," Reps. de la Garza and Roberts wrote.
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